Pleasing God in Worship

Text: John 4: 22-24 NASB 1995

22you worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2 But an
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such
people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth.”

In our society today, there is a lot of “religious” confusion. Worship services conducted today seem to
focus more on the individual rather than on God. The Word of God is clear, it has not changed. Who has
the authority to change how the worship to God is conducted? We have clear examples set forth in the
New Testament on what the 1% century church did. The above passage denotes three key words we
must define in order to be in accordance to worship our creator, not the creation.

Romans 1:24-25 NASB 1995

24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would

be dishonored among them. % For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

Terms:

Worship — proskuneo (pros-koo-neh-o) to make obeisance do reverence to. It is used of an act of
homage or reverence.

Worshipper — proskunetes (pros-koo-nay-tace) an adorer.

Spirit — pneuma (pnyoo-mah) the rational soul.

Truth — aletheia (al-ay-thi-a) truthfulness / truth not merely verbal, but sincerity and integrity of

character.

Five Items of Worship —
Praying Singing Giving Communion Preaching

1. Praying
Acts 1:13-14 NASB 1995

3 When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper room where they were staying; that is,
Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. ¥ These all with one mind were continually
devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with

His brothers.
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Acts 2:40-42 NASB 1995

40 And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from
this perverse generation!” #! So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there
were added about three thousand souls. * They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Romans 12:10-12 NASB 1995

10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; * not lagging
behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 2rejoicing in hope, persevering in

tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.

2. Singing

Ephesians 5:17-19 NASB 1995

17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. ¥ And do not get drunk with
wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, ¥° speaking to one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;

Colossians 3:15-17 NASB 1995

15| et the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be
thankful. ¢ Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to

God. ¥ Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him
to God the Father.

3. Giving

2 Corinthians 9:5-8 NASB 1995

%So | thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange
beforehand your previously promised bountiful gift, so that the same would be ready as a bountiful gift
and not affected by covetousness. ® Now this | say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. ” Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart,
not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace
abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every
good deed;

Philippians 4:15-17 NASB 1995

you yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia,
no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; ¢ for even in Thessalonica
you sent a gift more than once for my needs. ¥ Not that | seek the gift itself, but | seek for the profit
which increases to your account.
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4. Communion

Matthew 26:26-28 NASB 1995

26 \While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” ¥’ And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; % for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many for forgiveness of sins. ?° But I say to you, | will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on
until that day when | drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”

1 Corinthians 11:23-25 NASB 1995

2 For | received from the Lord that which | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which
He was betrayed took bread; % and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body,
which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” % In the same way He took the cup also after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.

5. Preaching

Colossians 1:24-27 NASB 1995

24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | do my share on behalf of His body, which
is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions. % Of this church | was made a minister
according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that | might fully carry out
the preaching of the word of God, % that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and
generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,

2 Timothy 4:1-5 NASB 1995

4 | solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of

season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for
themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth
and will turn aside to myths. > But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of

an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

1 Corinthians 1:20-25 NASB 1995

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? ?* For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did

not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save
those who believe. %2 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ
crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 2 but to those who are the called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. ?° Because the foolishness of God is
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
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Closing

Romans 12:1-2 NASB 1995

1 Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed

to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of
God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

If we’re not presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice, then we’ve missed the spiritual service
of worship, thereby not worshipping in Spirit and in truth.

1 Peter 2:21-24 NASB 1995

21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for
you to follow in His steps, 2 who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; % and while
being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept

entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; ¢ and He Himself bore our sins in His body on

the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

John 14:6 NASB 1995
Jesus said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

John 3:3-5 NASB 1995

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” * Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a
second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” *Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

HEAR — Romans 10:17 KJV
So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

BELIEVE — Heb 11:6 KIV
But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

REPENT — Luke 13:3 KJV

I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

CONFESS — Matt 10:32-33 KIV

32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will | confess also before my Father which is in heaven.
33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will | also deny before my Father which is in heaven.

BE BAPTIZED — Acts 22:16 KJV
And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

REMAIN FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH — Rev 2:10KJV

Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may
be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.
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